NEWSLETTER NO. 34 TUESDAY OCTOBER 27th 2015
This week our focus in Making Jesus Real in our lives is forgiveness.
The following prayer helps us think about forgiveness in our lives:

Lord God,
we thank you for your love,
forgiving us when we make mistakes,
when we are unkind, or unfair, or selfish.
Help us when we are hurt, to forgive others,
and to be fair even if others are unfair.
We pray for people we don't get along with.
Help us to be kind to people who hurt us.
Help us to forgive them, as you forgive us.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Amen.

RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated across the Wangaratta Catholic Parishes on the
evenings of the November 10th at St. Patrick’s Church, November 11th at St. Bernard’s Chapel and
November 12th at Our Lady’s Church. All ceremonies will start at 7:00pm.
LITURGY
Our next Liturgy will be our Remembrance Day ceremony to be held on Wednesday November 11th
at 10.15am. The whole school will participate in this.
Our End of Year Mass will be held on Tuesday December 15th – all families are expected to attend
this celebration.

WANGARATTA PARISH MASSES
Masses for this weekend are:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.00 am
9.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
5.00 pm

St Patrick's
St Patrick's
Our Lady's
Moyhu
Whitfield (1st Sunday)
St Patrick's
Latin Mass at St Patrick's

CATHOLIC IDENTITY SYMBOLS
One of the aspects of the school refurbishment that we have started to give thought to is the way we
can add explicit visual examples of the Catholic Identity of the school in the new spaces. We have
plans for various signs that display our motto, demonstrate links to the Brigidine Sisters, to our Parish,
scripture that we use at school and our behaviour expectations.
There have been discussions about re-using current symbols such as the cross at the front of the
building, the Our Lady sculpture on the front of the office and to replace these with new symbols. We
also hope to use symbols on many of the windows and on the new doors in place of safety decals that
further highlights that we are Catholic school. Images would include the Brigidine cross, Our Lady
and our school logo. I would be very happy to hear any thoughts on where and how we might be able
to add new symbolism and messaging around the school.
YARRUNGA PRIMARY SCHOOL
Early yesterday we received news that one of the students from our neighbouring school had died in
tragic circumstances on Sunday morning. Whilst the information around what happened isn’t
complete we felt that sharing what we did know with the students was important and that they should
have all the facts as we understood them. In times such as these our advice is to be as accurate as
possible to help everyone understand what has happened, reassure students that they are safe, allow
for the opportunity to ask clarifying questions, try to minimise rumours and speculation which often
adds to a child’s feeling of uncertainty and to provide a predictable environment that supports children
but also gets on with the business of life.
We have expressed our condolences to the Yarrunga Primary School community and will also make a
personal expression to the staff. Many of our children have plans to put cards together and we will
then pass these on. There will also be a time to reflect and pray at Assembly on Thursday.
Families might like to spend some talking with their children about what they know to be true, to
reassure them that they are safe and to allow them to ask any questions. You might also need to be
prepared to revisit this issue again as more information is made public.
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Due to insufficient numbers in attendance last Tuesday evening we will carry the items on the Agenda
over to our final meeting for 2015 to be held on Tuesday November 17th at 6.30pm.
CRAZY SOCK DAY – This Friday October 30th
Don’t forget to wear your craziest socks to school this Friday and bring along a gold coin donation to
support the Catholic Mission- prizes for the longest, cutest, most unusual and brightest.

NO SCHOOL MONDAY/TUESDAY
This coming Monday, November 2nd is a Pupil Free Day (Bishop’s Holiday) and Tuesday, November
3rd is a Public Holiday (Melbourne Cup). Students are to return to school next Wednesday November
4th.
PUPIL FREE DAYS
There will be two more Pupil Free Days this term:
Monday November 23rd
Monday November 30th

Report Writing Day
2016 Planning Day

FAMILY SPORTS NIGHT THANKS
A big thank you to all involved with the Family Sports Night last week. It was a terrific evening with
large amounts of positive behaviour, enthusiasm and excitement on display. It was great to see the
leadership from our older students and the willingness of all the children to support each other.
Special thanks to the Parents & Friends for the work providing food and drinks. One of the interesting
spin offs are the social opportunities that are generated both on the evening and the following day
when the events are revisited.
FOUND
A single key on a black key ring with a green button was found at the Sports Night. It can be
collected from the office.
SCHOOL APP
We would like as many families as possible to download our new school app (details of how to do this
are further along in the newsletter)– you can access newsletters from today as well as other
information about school events. Please feel free to let us know what you think about the app.
RURAL CITY OF WANGARATTA ‘WE REMEMBER’ REMEMBRANCE DAY EVENT
About three months ago we were approached by the Rural City of Wangaratta to prepare some
information for a video on the 100 year anniversary of the Gallipoli landing. As part of our
involvement in the filming, our Year Five/Six students performed a song called “Side by Side”.
They, along with any other students from Our Lady’s, have been asked to perform again at the
celebrations that the Rural City of Wangraratta has planned for Wednesday November 11th.
Our Five/Six students will be part of the audio visual presentation in a documentary that will premiere
on the night and they, along with students from all other year levels, will be singing as part of the
events of the evening.
This is a wonderful opportunity for our school and it would great to see as many students there as
possible. As we get closer to the day we will be offering transportation to help get as many students as
possible to the performance.
The “We Remember” activities will be held on Wednesday November 11th starting at 7:00pm on the
forecourt of the Holy Trinity Cathedral and at the Performing Arts Centre. There is a permission slip
further along in the newsletter that parents need to complete and return to indicate if your
child/children are able to participate in this event.

MAKING JESUS REAL FOCUS – FORGIVENESS
Each week we have a focus for where we can work to have others see Jesus in us. This week the focus
is on forgiving and being forgiven. It is an attitude and action that if genuine and done well, can have
great impact on the way people see us. Our feature scripture is Jesus’ call to forgive seven times
seventy which really means we are asked to forgive as often as we can.
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR EXPECTATIONS
Our expectations focus for this week is “Making positive choices about noise levels for learning and
play”:
Be Ready to Learn:

By monitoring the amount of noise we make during all learning activities

Be Responsible:

By working hard at keeping my work noise level at the right level for the
learning

Be Respectful:

By being aware of noise that will distract others

Power Play Focus:

Students who monitor their noise levels well

Congratulations to Casey Dawes who was the winner of last week’s Power Play Raffle.
ASSEMBLY THANKS
At our start of week Assembly we take the time to give thanks for a number of actions or efforts
members of our community make. This is done to not only highlight positive behavior but also give
language to actions that we expect the students to take. This week we say thank you for the
following:
For the way that so many of us make respectful decisions about the way we move around the school
To everone who gives respect to personal space at all times
For the way that we see the message from the parables of Jesus in your behaviour choices
To the Year One to Four students for their positive behaviour choices at Mass last week
For the many ways that we support our friendships
To everyone who gave their best when we hosted the Responsible Pet Program last Monday
• To everyone who made positive behaviour decisions at the Family Sports Night last week

•
•
•
•
•
•

2016 CLASSES
At this time of the year our thoughts have turned toward planning for the coming school year. In
recent weeks we have received information that has allowed us to set budgets and start to make
decisions around staffing. As you would appreciate our funding is largely based on government grants
and these are adjusted each year. It can be a complex process at it needs to consider a number of
learning, financial and work place issues.
In 2016 Our Lady’s will operate with the same structure of classes as this year - this being one
Foundation classroom, two groups of One/Two, two groups of Three/Four and, at this stage, one
group of year Five/Six although this may adjust as we potentially have a number of new students who
may join us next year in Grade Five/Six.
I am asking any family that has some thoughts or insights that may help us when making decisions
about classes to feel free to approach your child’s teacher, catch up with me or to contact the office so
this thinking can be considered. I also add that as we don’t have infinite options for setting up classes,
we are sometimes unable to support all suggestions or requests.

NEWSLETTER
We would encourage as many families as possible to elect to receive their copy of the newsletter
electronically either via our new app or have it emailed. If you would like it emailed please let Julie
know at jmcmonig@olwangaratta.catholic.edu.au

Mark

FOUNDATION (PREP) CENTRE NEWS
Another busy week is upon on us! Today we went to Mass with the students from the Leadership
Centre. Thank you to the families who were able to make it to the Church this morning. On Thursday
we will be participating in ‘Count Us In’. This is a Performing Arts activity where children from all
over Australia are linked up to sing the same song at the same time.
Our Family Sports Night was held last Thursday and it was a wonderful night for the Foundies and a
great way to experience friendship and teamwork.
We have our Crazy Sock Day on Friday. Children are encouraged to wear crazy socks in a crazy way!
They are asked to bring along a gold coin donation for the Catholic Mission.
Please remember that next Monday and Tuesday are Pupil Free days. Monday is a Bishop’s Holiday
and Tuesday is a Public Holiday.
LEARNING THIS WEEK:
Maths: This week we are focussing on the adding strategy of doubles. The children will be exploring
the concept of what doubles means and how we can use it to help us add numbers.
Literacy: Over the next couple of weeks we will be having an explicit focus on four aspects of writing
that we are encouraging the children to master. These are beginning sentences with a capital letter,
spaces between words, appropriate use of lower case letters and finishing each sentence with a full
stop. The children will be completing a simple checklist after writing to self-evaluate their work.
Religious Education: We continue our topic titled ‘Our Church’. Yesterday the Foundies visited the
Our Lady’s Church and came up with a list of question they have about the Church and the different
items that can be found in the Church.
Book Bags
We really appreciate the support that families are giving their children with reading at home. We are
still using our book bags at school each day to practice and revise reading strategies. It’s really
important that the Foundies continue to bring their book bags to school each day as part of this
learning.

Thanks
Annabel and Netti

DISCOVERY (ONE/TWO) CENTRE NEWS
Welcome to Week Four.
Firstly, a big thank you to all the families who attended and took part in the Family Sports Night. It
was a fantastic night for all involved and it was great to see students cheering on each other when
taking part in the activities.
A reminder that this coming Friday is ‘Crazy Sock Day’. It would be great if students could bring a
gold coin donation, which will go to Catholic Mission. Monday and Tuesday are both Pupil Free
Days, so students can enjoy the long weekend at home with family and friends.
In the classroom this week:
Literacy: Within our shared reading activity, students will be working amongst a group where they
will be focusing on a sentence within the big book, ‘Cass the Colour Robber’ and looking at how we
could read the sentence clearly, attempting to read any unknown words. Students will look at
strategies such as re-reading, reading on, reading for meaning and looking at the picture, building the
overall understanding of ‘does this make sense?’ While some students will be involved in this
activity, several will also be looking at reading with fluency and how they can improve this. Students
will be reading an independent reading book out loud and recording themselves on Photobooth. After
recording themselves reading, students are to look at a fluency rubric and rate their fluency, paying
particular attention to any areas they need to improve in. Areas include expression and volume,
phrasing, smoothness and pace.
Maths: We continue our learning of addition and subtraction through taking part in various activities
requiring the students to expand and build on their current use of strategies when solving problems.
Students will continue to look at a number of worded problems and brainstorm a variety of ways in
how to solve the problem, naming the selected strategy. Students have been looking at strategies such
as commutativity, counting on/back/up, inverse relationships, add/subtract 10, what makes 10 and
doubles. A great website to visit with a range of addition and subtraction activities is ‘Top marks’.
Here is a link to the website if students are wanting a little bit extra to do at home:
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction
Religious Education: Students have read the story ‘Jesus and the Children’ and taken part in a writing
task, where they summarized the main parts of the story. Today, students listened to the story ‘There’s
a Hippopotamus On My Roof Eating Cake’ and compared the family within the story to their own
family. They concluded this activity through creating a Y chart, reflecting on what families sound,
look and feel like.
Inquiry: We will move into the topic of ‘Stranger Danger’ and watch a short video. Students will be
asked to discuss anything that they know relating to this topic. Students will have the opportunity to
research the different parts of ‘Stranger Danger’ through exploring a website.
Have a great week
Laura, Josh & Danni

BRIDGING (THREE/FOUR) CENTRE NEWS
Welcome to Week Four.
Well done to all teams at our Family Sports Night last week. It was great to see and hear everyone
encouraging and supporting each other. Congratulations to our winning team Pangerang!
This Friday we look forward to a visit from the CFA bus, they will talk to the children about fire
safety.
Also on Friday we have Crazy Sock Day and ask children to bring a gold coin donation, which will
help to raise money for the Australian Catholic Mission to help with poverty and homelessness. Prizes
will be handed out for the longest, cutest, most unusual and brightest socks so try to be as creative as
you can!
In Literacy we continue our writing focus on Poetry. This week we will continue to read poetry and
will write a ‘cinquain’ poem. A cinquain poem consists of five lines that don’t rhyme with each line
having a different amount of syllables. Our focus in punctuation is apostrophes of a contraction e.g.
don’t & can’t. In spelling we focus on word families e.g. play, played, playing. Synonyms are the
focus in grammar this week.
In Maths this week our unit is on chance where we will conduct experiments, identify and describe
possible outcomes such as certain, likely, unlikely or impossible.
This term in Religious Education we continue our unit ‘Family and relationships’. We will discuss
ways that Jesus showed his love for others and as they have grown older, how they show love for
family and friends in different ways. We are discussing the concept of family and how families can be
different.
This week in our Inquiry unit ‘Amazing Me’, the children will continue to work on their booklets
about when they were born. We had some great discussions last week with our mum and baby visit
and this week we have a midwife visiting us to talk about the role she has in caring for mothers in the
prenatal stage as well as newborn babies.
Have a great week
Liz, Cathie, Jenny & Celia

LEADERSHIP (FIVE/SIX) CENTRE NEWS
No news this week.

P & F NEWS
P & F MEETING
The next P & F meeting will be held next week on Wednesday, November 4th at 9.00am. Everyone is
most welcome to come along.

JAMES TILSON KINDERGARTEN – PAST FAMILIES
The James Tilson Kindergarten is calling on past families who would like to have their time at the
Kinder commemorated with a named paver at the entrance to the Kindergarten. Named pavers (up to
46 letters) are $35 and a hand drawn paver is $45. This is a great memento of your child's time at
James Tilson Kindergarten. Please call in to the Kinder for more info or an order form or phone
57212319 and we can post one to you.

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
Welcome back to Term Four.
This term is shaping up to be a very busy one in the Performing Arts area. We are very excited to
announce that we have been invited by the Rural City of Wangaratta and the RSL to perform at two
events that have been scheduled to celebrate 100 years of ANZAC.
These events are not during school time so we will be relying on parents to transport their children to
and from the venues. If you are happy for your child to participate in either or both of the events but
are unable to transport them to and from the venue some transport may be arranged. Please indicate
below if this is the case.
Our first event is on Wednesday November 11th at the Wangaratta Performing Arts Centre where the
students will perform at approximately 7.45pm. The event is “We Remember”. This special
Remembrance Day event will honour the service and sacrifice of local Veterans and the community
during WW1. Our Grade 5/6 Students had the honour of being involved in filming for this event.
Our Lady’s students have been asked to sing the hymn “Here You Lie” and “The Spirit of Anzac”.
The second event is on Sunday, November 15th where group of ex-servicemen, in conjunction with
the Rural City of Wangaratta, are to dedicate and unveil a WW1 Memorial at South Wangaratta at
11.00am. The Memorial will list those South Wangaratta WW1 soldiers whose names are not
inscribed on the Wangaratta Cenotaph (due to the district sub-division at the time). The Memorial is
located at the South Wangaratta Fire Station, corner of Shanley Street and Warby Range Road. Cathy
McGowan, Tim McCurdy and Ailsa Fox, together with a number of other VIPs, are to be invited.
As you can see it will take a big commitment from the students, and also parents, therefore we would
like some indication as to whether your child/children are able to attend one or both of these events.
Students from all grade levels are able to participate in both these events – practice for the singing
will take place here at school during lunchtime on Thursdays and students must participate in the
practice sessions. Students will be required to wear full school uniform at these events.
Please fill out form below and return to school as soon as possible.
Thank you for your support
Lynda Griffin
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------My child/children________________________________________________(child’s/children’s
name/s) will be able to attend

(please circle)

Both events
Wednesday November 11th (WPAC)
Sunday November 15th (South Wangaratta)
Transport required

Yes / No

Parent Name ____________________________
Signed _________________________________
Phone No _______________________________

DATES TO REMEMBER
Friday

October 30th

Crazy Sock Day – Gold coin donation for
Catholic Mission

Monday

November 2nd

Bishop’s Holiday – Pupil Free Day

Tuesday

November 3rd

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Wednesday

November 4th

P & F Meeting 9.00am

Wednesday

November 11th

Remembrance Day Liturgy 10.15am All Welcome

All Welcome

‘We Remember’ at WPAC – 7.00pm to 9.00pm
Students perform 7.45pm All Welcome
Thursday

November 12th

Reconciliation at Our Lady’s Church 7.00pm

Sunday

November 15th

WW1 Memorial Dedication South Wangaratta
Fire Station 11.00am
All Welcome

Monday-Friday

November 16th-20th

BookFair

Tuesday

November 17th

School Board meeting 6.30pm

Friday

November 20th

Transition Session 2.00pm to 3.00pm for 2016
Foundation Students
Information Session 2.00pm to 3.00pm for Parents of
2016 Foundation Students

Monday

November 23rd

Report Writing Day – Pupil Free Day

Thursday

November 26th

Transition Session 9.00am to 11.00am for 2016
Foundation Students

Monday

November 30th

2016 Planning Day – Pupil Free Day

Friday

December 4th

Transition Session 2.00pm to 3.00pm for 2016
Foundation Students

Monday

December 7th

Foundation/Discovery Centre Students
End of Year Excursion

Tuesday

December 8th

Orientation Day – All students
Information Evening for 2016 Foundation Parents
7.00pm

Tuesday

December 15th

End of Year/Graduation Mass

Thursday

December 17th

Last day for students

Friday

December 18th

Last day for staff

CRAZY
SOCK DAY!

Sock Day
We are having a crazy sock day
on the 30th of October!
Bring a gold coin donation
for raising money for
Catholic Mission. They
are raising money to help
with poverty, child slavery
and homelessness.

We will also be handing out
prizes for the longest, cutest,
most unusual and brightest. The
social justice group will be the
judges.

