NEWSLETTER NO. 37 TUESDAY NOVEMBER 17th 2015

We are moulded, each one of us, in the image of God,
and within our souls there is a fingerprint none can erase.
We pray for those who have no regardfor anyone but self,
who put no value on human life.
For nations and individuals who abuse and kill.
We are not called to be judge or jury,
but we are called to be agents of change,
and if the butterfly that flaps its wings should be our attitude to others
then so be it, Lord,
and may the hurricane this generates somewhere within the world
reach into the hearts and souls of those for whom we pray,
and reveal to them how precious are those
for whom they have no love,
and how precious are they
who now bring tears to the eyes of God.

PARISH MASS – NOVEMBER 23RD – CHRIST THE KING
Our Lady’s school is helping to run the Sunday Mass THIS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD. This is
the Sunday before the start of Advent and helps to set up the coming Christmas season. We need help
with singing, dancing, reading and processions. There are many keen children who will need their
parents to bring them to Mass. The Mass starts at 9:00am. Please note that was previously incorrectly
advertised as Sunday November 29th.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTATION WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 9TH
Each year we spend some time preparing for the celebration of Christmas by putting together a
presentation that highlights the important points of the Christmas story. This presentation is planned
for 11:15am on Wednesday December 9th and will be held in Our Lady’s Church. All classes will be
involved and everyone is most welcome to come along and join us.
LITURGY – END OF YEAR MASS
Our End of Year Mass will be held on Tuesday December 15th at 7.00pm – all families are expected
to attend this celebration. At this Mass we will thank and bless our Year Six children, farewell our
families finishing their primary school journey and give thanks for what our school year has given us.
WANGARATTA PARISH MASSES
Masses for this weekend are:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.00 am
9.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
5.00 pm

St Patrick's
St Patrick's
Our Lady's
Moyhu
Whitfield (1st Sunday)
St Patrick's
Latin Mass at St Patrick's

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING – TONIGHT
Tonight we hold our November School Board meeting at which we will look at budgets for 2016,
staffing and class structures for next year, symbols in our new learning spaces, learning in our new
spaces, updates on the building including cost updates and our draft Communications Policy.
‘WE REMEMBER’ THANKS
Last week our school was involved in a number of activities that were part of the Rural City of
Wangaratta’s celebration of the Centenary of the landing at Gallipoli. A very heart-felt thanks to all
who were involved, to the families able to part of the events and to all who had an organisational role.
The students were just wonderful in their behaviour, participation and responses.
SWIMMING 2015
Don’t forget that our swimming sessions commence tomorrow. All classes will be involved and
students are to bring their bathers, towel, an old tshirt and a pair of thongs (to wear to and from the
pool) to school in a plastic bag – they will get changed here at school prior to and after swimming.
There will be sessions again next Wednesday November 25th and again on Wednesday December 2nd.
Sessions times are:
10:30am
11:00am
11:30am
12:00noon

Foundation Centre
Discovery Centre
Bridging Centre
Leadership Centre

These sessions will be held at “Moore Than Swimming” and are planned to provide confidence
building opportunities for all children prior to the summer. The bus for each session will leave about
15 minutes prior to the start time for the session.

PUPIL FREE DAYS
Don’t forget that next two Mondays, November 23rd and November 30th are both Pupil Free Days.
SUPPORTING CHILDREN WHEN TRAGEDY OCCURS
In recent weeks we have had some tragic things happen around us. Although we often say that is
terrible and shouldn’t happen, across history, both local and global, there are times when bad things
will happen. The challenge in our current time is that communication is so immediate and sometimes
graphic.
We as adults have a key role in supporting children. In addition to opening the lines of
communication by being there to talk and listen and reassuring them that they're safe, there are other
things you can do to create an environment where they can process their emotions and work through
what has happened:
Maintain routine and structure
Resume normal activities. This helps restore a sense of normalcy and safety.
Be selective about how much exposure your child has to the replay of events
Your reactions influence your child's reactions. Avoid talking in fatalistic terms about what has
happened.
Acknowledge out loud what's good in the world and in your lives
List all the things for which you feel grateful each and every day with your child.
Honour life
Celebrate your family. Eat a healthy meal together, go for a walk, throw a ball and go to the park.
Watch a funny movie or play a favourite game together.
Avoid placing blame
If the tragedy was caused by human violence or error, be careful not to blame a cultural, racial or
ethnic group, or people who have mental illnesses.
Turn any sense of powerlessness into action
Light a candle for those who have passed. Plant a flower or tree to commemorate a transition. Say a
prayer together.
SPEND EXTRA TIME WITH YOUR CHILDREN

END OF DAY EXIT FROM CAR PARK – TURN LEFT
A reminder that if you are leaving the carpark via White Street at the end of the day, when traffic is
heavy, the best thing to do is to turn left. Turning right can hold up the pick- up process and can result
in a standstill and possibly a very dangerous situation. If you need to head towards Murdoch Road
you can then simply turn around at the roundabout at Yarrunga Primary School and head back up
White Street. At most other times during the day exiting right from the carpark is not an issue.

MAKING JESUSE REAL FOCUS – SELF DISCIPLINE
Each week we have a focus for where we can work to have others see Jesus in us. This week the focus
is on self-discipline which is doing the things that are needed even when they seem hard.
2016 SCHOOL FEES & LEVIES
Julie is currently working on our 2016 Fee letters for each family. They will be sent home with the
eldest child in each family over the next week or so.
Each family is asked to complete, sign and return their 2016 Commitment form (attached to
their letter) to the office by Friday November 27th 2015.

SCHOOL APP
We would like as many families as possible to download our new school app (details of how to do this
are further along in the newsletter)– you can access newsletters as well as other information about
school events. Please feel free to let us know what you think about the app.
2016 NEWSLETTERS
As we recently advised paper copies of the weekly newsletter will not be sent home to families in
2016. We need each family to choose which method you would prefer to use to receive a copy of the
newsletter- either downloading our new school app or having it emailed each week.
Please either:
•
•

complete the form further along in the newsletter and return it to the office
email your response to Julie at jmcmonig@olwangaratta.catholic.edu.au

or

We need all families to send in their response to this request by Friday December 4th 2015.

ASSEMBLY THANKS
At our start of week Assembly we take the time to give thanks for a number of actions or efforts
members of our community make. Expressing thanks allows us to acknowledge actions that help us
and to highlight language and actions that we would like to see happen in the future. They often relate
to our expectations from last week or to events that students were involved in. This week we give
thanks for:

• To those students who understand that getting the right instructions helps with learning and
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

behaviour choices
To everyone who allows other learners to get the instructions and support that they need to grow
their learning
For all the good decisions that are made and the consequences that they bring
To everyone who expresses thanks when they are helped
To Thomas’ mum Franca for organising the Book Fair
For everyone involved in the “We Remember” events
To those families who supported the unveiling of the CFA memorial on Sunday
To everyone working towards a positive end of the term
To Anthony, Gemma, Emilee and Ruby for their positive attitude during Reconciliation
celebrations

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR EXPECTATIONS
Our expectations focus for this week is “Finishing work helps us all to learn as well as we can”:
Be Ready to Learn:

By fully participating in all learning opportunities

Be Responsible:

By working at completing learning activities

Be Respectful:

By support the learning of others by allowing them to finish work

Power Play Focus:

Students that allow others to finish work on time

Congratulations to Amelia Bongers who was the winner of last week’s Power Play Raffle.

Mark

FOUNDATION (PREP) CENTRE NEWS
No news this week.

DISCOVERY (ONE/TWO) CENTRE NEWS
Welcome to Week Seven… and what a busy week it is!
Today, students were lucky enough to get invited to attend the Galen performance of ‘Aladdin’.
Students travelled to the Performing Arts Centre and represented our school well. Afterwards,the
enjoyed their Recess at Merriwa Park.
Tomorrow, students will take part in their first Swimming session at Moore Than Swimming.
This will occur every Wednesday for the next few weeks, so we remind students and parents to ensure
that swimming gear is packed and ready to go!
A reminder that next Monday November 23rd is a Pupil Free Day (Report Writing Day). We will see
everyone back on Tuesday November 24th.
In the classroom this week:
Literacy: Students will take part in a ‘reading riddles’ activity, where they will read our big book
‘Fish Head Soup’ and choose a character to give clues about. This is a comprehension based activity,
taking notes on the characters’ actions throughout the text to then have students determine which
character is being discussed. Students will also be involved in small group work, where they will be
focusing on blends and rime, as well as thrass sounds.
Maths: We continue learning about ‘skip counting’ and introduce how this can be linked with
‘multiplication’. Students will take part in an activity they completed last week, where they rolled a
dice and added that amount to a total of blocks. They then separate the blocks into groups. However,
students are now going to write the multiplication sum that matches this arrangement, to clearly
highlight the link between skip counting and multiplication. Students will also play a game called
‘multiplication bump’.

DISCOVERY (ONE/TWO) CENTRE NEWS (cont…)

Religious Education: Students begin looking at our new unit ‘The First Christmas’, by discussing how
we celebrate Christmas, both at home and at school. We will also begin practicing for our upcoming
‘Christmas Star’ performance.
Inquiry: Students will continue working in their groups and finding out information on how to be
water/road/sun safe smart, as well as talking about why we need to be safe in these areas. Students
will continue planning their TV commercial, Radio advertisement, Posters and Keynote.
Have a great week,
Laura, Josh and Danni

BRIDGING (THREE/FOUR) CENTRE NEWS
Welcome to Week Seven. Things are beginning to get very busy!
We would like to congratulate our students for their wonderful singing on Wednesday night for ‘We
Remember’. They all sung beautifully and we were extremely proud of everyone.
Today we were lucky enough to be invited by Galen to go to the Wangaratta Performing Arts Centre
to see their junior production of Aladdin. We then walked down to Merriwa Park for morning tea
before getting a bus back to school.
Tomorrow we start the first of our swimming sessions. Students will need to bring their bathers,
towel, an old tshirt to wear over their bathers and a pair of thongs (to wear to and from the pool) in a
plastic bag.
In Literacy we continue our writing focus on poetry. This week we will continue to read poetry and
will write a diamantes poem. A diamantes poem is an unrhymed seven-line poem. Our focus in
punctuation is apostrophes in ownership. We are revising spelling words this week; the children will
choose their own words from their previous spelling lists. Word families are the focus in grammar this
week.
In Maths this week our unit is on fractions where we model and represent fractions including 1/2, 1/4,
1/3, 1/5 and their multiples to a complete whole. We have also begun our PAT Maths assessments.
This week in Religious Education we continue the new unit ‘Christmas the Message of Joy and
Peace’. We are discussing the meaning of Advent and how we can make Jesus real this Christmas.
The children will also imagine that they are in Bethlehem for Jesus’ birth and write a newspaper
article.
During Inquiry this week we are looking at Christmas in Canada and Japan. The children will be
making Christmas wreaths and creating an origami Christmas tree. We will also continue working on
‘Christmas around the World’ keynotes.
Have a great week!
Liz, Cathie, Jenny & Celia
LEADERSHIP (FIVE/SIX) CENTRE NEWS
No news this week.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Monday-Friday

November 16th-20th

BookFair

Tuesday

November 17th

School Board meeting 6.30pm

Wednesday

November 18th

Swimming – all classes
Students to bring bathers, towel a tshirt and thongs to
school in a plastic bag

Friday

November 20th

Transition Session 2.00pm to 3.00pm for 2016
Foundation Students
Information Session 2.00pm to 3.00pm for Parents of
2016 Foundation Students

Monday

November 23rd

Report Writing Day – Pupil Free Day

Wednesday

November 25th

Swimming – all classes
Students to bring bathers, towel, tshirt and thongs to
school in a plastic bag

Thursday

November 26th

Transition Session 9.00am to 11.00am for 2016
Foundation Students

Monday

November 30th

2016 Planning Day – Pupil Free Day

Wednesday

December 2nd

Swimming – all classes
Students to bring bathers, towel, tshirt and thongs to
school in a plastic bag

Friday

December 4th

Transition Session 2.00pm to 3.00pm for 2016
Foundation Students

Monday

December 7th

Foundation/Discovery Centre Students
End of Year Excursion

Tuesday

December 8th

Orientation Day – All students
2016 Foundation Orientation Day 9.00am to 12noon
Information Evening for 2016 Foundation Parents
7.00pm

Wednesday

December 9th

11.15am Christmas Presentation in Our Lady’s
Church
All Welcome

Tuesday

December 15th

End of Year/Graduation Mass 7.00pm
All students expected to attend

Wednesday

December 16th

Grade Six ‘Big Day Out’

Thursday

December 17th

Last day for 2015 for students

Friday

December 18th

Last day for 2015 for staff

Wednesday

January 27th 2016

First day Term One 2016 for staff

Thursday

January 28th 2016

First day of Term One 2016 for students in
Years 1 to 6

Friday

January 29th 2016

First day of Term One 2016 for Foundation students
9.00am to 1.00pm

SATURDAY

MARCH 19TH 2016

TWILIGHT FUNFAIR 5.00PM TO 9.00PM

P & F NEWS
BOOKFAIR
Our annual BookFair is currently on this week from Monday November 16th to Friday November
20th. You are invited to come in and have a look at what’s on offer for sale each day between the
hours of 8.30am to 9.15am and 2.45pm to 3.30pm. The Book Fair will be set up in the Pat Reidy
Shed. The school receives a percentage of all sales which we use to select books for the Library.
FUNFAIR NEWS
TUPPERWARE FUNDRAISER
The FunFair committee have organised a Tupperware Fundraiser- details will be sent home with the
eldest child in each family tomorrow.

_____________________________
2016 NEWSLETTERS
I/We _____________________________ (Family Name) would prefer to receive my/our
newsletter either by (please circle one preference):

•

via school app

•

via email ________________________________________________ (email address)

Name __________________________
Signed__________________________
Date _________________

Please return your completed form to the office by Friday December 4th 2015.
ALL families are required to respond.

