NEWSLETTER NO. 39 TUESDAY DECEMBER 1ST 2015
The Second Week Of Advent:

God our Father, you called John the Baptist to lead the way for Jesus.
Give us the strength as we go through this week, to lead the way and
help others and to lead them to Jesus’ coming with open hearts.
Help us act in ways that show others we are preparing ourselves
for the coming of Jesus.
Help us to remember that we were called so that we can live our lives
as children of God.
Help us to be welcoming and to work well with others
so we can be examples of God’s love.
We ask this in your name.

Amen.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTATION WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 9TH
Each year we spend some time preparing for the celebration of Christmas by putting together a
presentation that highlights the important points of the Christmas story. This is an important thing to
do as we are bombarded with the secular trappings of the Christmas holiday and sometimes the reason
for us celebrating is lost. This presentation is planned for 11:15am on Wednesday December 9th and
will be held in Our Lady’s Church. Please feel most welcome to join us.
END OF YEAR MASS
Our End of Year Mass will be held on Tuesday December 15th at 7.00pm – all families are expected
to attend this celebration. At this Mass we will thank and bless our Year Six children, farewell our
families finishing their primary school journey and give thanks for what our school year has given us.
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
Our Lady’s Parish holds a Mass each Christmas Eve that is a family celebration. Children and
families are encouraged to dress up (soldiers, shepherds, Mary, Joseph, villagers etc.) and to be
involved in the liturgy. It would be great if we could have an indication if your child will be attending
so that we could ask them to undertake a task on the night. Christmas Carols will commence at
6.30pm with Mass at 7.00pm.
WANGARATTA PARISH MASSES
Masses for this weekend are:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

6.00 pm
8.00 am
9.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
5.00 pm

St Patrick's
St Patrick's
Our Lady's
Moyhu
Whitfield (1st Sunday)
St Patrick's
Latin Mass at St Patrick's

PLANNING DAY
Yesterday we had a planning day for the teaching staff. We spent time looking at our Religious
Education program, where Making Jesus Real themes fit in, Inquiry units for next year, what our
assessment is telling us, the calendar, how rooms will run, Curriculum Policy, class groupings, CoTeaching, adjustments to our assessment schedule and annual plans for 2016.
It was a great meeting that helped highlight the need to prepare for the changes and challenges that we
will have next year.
SWIMMING
Our final swimming session for all students will be tomorrow, Wednesday December 1st. Please
make sure your child/children have all the necessary swimming gear with them.
REPORTS
We plan to issue end of year written reports in the last week of school. If families require different
arrangements for reports please feel free to contact your child’s teacher. The report will also be the
basis of Teacher Advisor meetings.

ORIENTATION DAY
Next Tuesday, December 8th, the Orientation Day for all primary school students in Victoria will take
place. Our Year Six students will spend the day in their new secondary settings, our 2016 Foundation
children will spend the morning with us and across the rest of our school the children in other grades
will move to the grouping they will work with next year. For us it will be a little different in that
students will meet with the people they will work with in the area they will start school in but not be
in the area they will spend the majority of their time in next year.
SCHOOL BOARD/P & F END OF YEAR DINNER
Our annual night out will be held on Friday December 11th at the Town N Country Tavern (corner
Greta Road and Mason Street) at 6.30pm. Everyone is welcome to come along. You are asked to pay
for your own meal with the school running a small bar tab for the night. We need definite numbers
by next Wednesday December 9th – please let Julie know if you intend coming along by this date.

WHOLE SCHOOL EXCURSION – WALK TO MERRIWA PARK
On Monday December 14th, we plan to have a whole school walk to Merriwa Park to have a play and
share lunch together. There will be a sausage or two cooked on the BBQs although we suggest that
children can bring a snack to have as well. They will also need to make sure they have a water bottle
at school on this day to take with them.
We have tried to break up the last few weeks of the year as we are conscious that being in the hall, as
good as the children have been, is a challenge for all of us particularly as the weather heats up.
We plan to leave mid- morning after Recess and walk along the bike track, have a play, have lunch
and return early afternoon. The weather will determine if we walk both ways. If it looks like being too
hot we will rethink if we go or if we bus some of the way.
Family permission notes will be sent home in the next week – we will also trial this permission note
on our new app and would appreciate it if you could complete and return your family’s form via the
app to see how it goes.
2016 PROPOSED OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE PROGRAM
At this stage we will not be starting up an ‘After School Care Program’ in Term One of 2016 as we
had hoped. This is for two reasons:
•
•

We will still be using the hall as classrooms at the beginning of the year and are not sure
when we will move back into the school
We anticipated that we would have to have initially run the program at a loss financially until
it was viable and with unexpected costs associated with the refurbishment we are not sure
what level of funding we are able to commit to the program at this stage

Once the final refurbishments costs are known later in Term One 2016 and the hall is available, we
will reassess our options and hopefully we will be able to get the program up and running at some
point in 2016.
I am aware that there had been a great deal of interest in this program and that a later start will be an
inconvenience but it is our hope that we will have this program up a running as soon as possible.
If any family was hoping to enroll their child/children in this program you will need to make alternate
after school arrangements for the beginning of 2016.

START OF SCHOOL 2016
School for students in Grades 1-6 in 2016 will commence on Thursday January 28th 2016 at 8.45am.
Students in our 2016 Foundation class will attend for their first day on Friday Janauary 29th 2016 from
9.00am to 1.00pm. The Foundation students will then attend each Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday
for full school days – 8.45am to 3.10pm, with each Wednesday for the first few weeks being a rest
day.
As we have gotten closer to the end of the year we are now clearer on the start of year arrangements
for the new building. At this stage we hope to get access to the building about Week Three of Term
One next year.
We have started the planning for furniture and equipment so that we are ready to move out of the hall
as soon as we can. The students have been told that we will start the year in the hall and move over in
the time frame outlined.
The move will happen over a weekend once all the furniture that we need to run the school is in place.
MAKING JESUS REAL FOCUS
Each week we have a focus for where we can work to have others see Jesus in us. This week the focus
is on seeing Jesus in the ‘one percent’ behaviours that add up to a great deal when done often and
done well.
ASSEMBLY THANK YOU
At our start of week Assembly we take the time to give thanks for a number of actions or efforts
members of our community make. Expressing thanks allows us to acknowledge actions that help us
and to highlight language and actions that we would like to see happen in the future. They often relate
to our expectations from last week or to events that students were involved in. This week we give
thanks for:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To those students who do their best as often as they can so we can learn, be safe and be happy
To everyone who celebrates the learning of others
To all the children who win the hard ball by deciding to do what is right even if it is hard
To everyone who made positive safety decisions at swimming
For following instructions when needed in the yard
For the many positive decisions made at swimming that allow us to be safe
To all involved in ‘Our Lady’s Got Talent’ - performers, audience and organisers

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR EXPECTATIONS
Our expectations focus for this week is ‘Allowing others to learn is a positive choice’:
Be Ready to Learn:

By using all my classmates’ wisdom to help my learning
Responding quickly to the bell or instructions

Be Responsible:

By using behaviours that allow ourselves and other students to learn

Be Respectful:

By knowing what behaviours support the learning of other students

Power Play Focus:

Students who behave in ways that allow others to learn

Congratulations to Shanika Hawthorne who was the winner of last week’s Power Play Raffle.

2016 SCHOOL FEES & LEVIES
All families should have now returned their signed commitment form for 2016 – either a general
commitment form or Centrepay or Direct Debiting form by last Friday.
If you have not yet done so please do so by THIS FRIDAY DECEMBER 4TH.
If you need another copy please give Julie a call in the office.
SCHOOL APP
We would like as many families as possible to download our new school app (details of how to do this
are further along in the newsletter)– you can access newsletters as well as other information about
school events. Please feel free to let us know what you think about the app.
2016 NEWSLETTERS
Whilst 2016 is probably not on everyone’s radar just yet, we really need every family to respond to
our request regarding how you will receive your newsletters from 2016. Thanks to those families who
have already sent in their response however there are still about 70 families yet to reply.
You need to choose either to use our new app (instructions on how to download this are once again
included in today’s newsletter) or have the newsletter emailed to you each week.
NO PAPERS COPIES WILL BE SENT HOME WITH STUDENTS
Please either
•
•

complete the form further along in the newsletter and return it to the office
email your response to Julie at jmcmonig@olwangaratta.catholic.edu.au

or

Mark

FOUNDATION (PREP) CENTRE NEWS
The Christmas count down has begun in the Foundies room. We are looking forward to lots of fun
activities throughout the final few weeks of school.
This week we are spending a lot of time preparing for the Christmas performance. The children have
been doing a wonderful job learning some new songs and some children have small parts to play in
acting out the story. It will be great to see lots of families at Our Lady’s Church next Wednesday 9th,
December at 11:15am.
We will be collecting the Foundies’ Book Bags next week and I will hold onto their book bags for
next year. Information about your child’s reading level and word level will be passed onto their
teacher for next year. Please make sure you continue lots of reading over the holidays and hopefully
some new books make it into everyone’s Santa sacks!
Most families have made a time for Teacher Advisor Meetings this week. Thankyou! If you would
like to meet please get in touch and we can arrange a time.
Thanks
Annabel and Netti

DISCOVERY (ONE/TWO) CENTRE NEWS
Welcome to Week Nine. We hope all families enjoyed the long weekend.
Congratulations to all of those students who participated in Our Lady’s Got Talent! It was great to see
all the brave students who displayed all of their fantastic talents on Friday. It was a great event!
This week we have some Teacher Advisor meetings scheduled on Wednesday and Thursday. We also
have some scheduled for next Monday and Tuesday. If you are unsure about your time, please contact
the school so that we can pass this information on to you.
We have our final session booked in for swimming TOMORROW, Wednesday December 2nd at
Moore Than Swimming -a reminder for students to pack their swimming gear tomorrow.
Discovery 1/2 Naish are hosting Assembly this Thursday. We are running our Assemblies in Our
Lady’s Church for the remainder of the term. We welcome any families and friends wanting to attend.
Assembly begins at 2.00pm on Thursday afternoon.
In the classroom this week:
Literacy: Students will continue taking part in their spelling groups, looking at reading high frequency
words, spelling high frequency words and homophones.
Maths: We will continue learning about multiplication through playing games such as ‘multiplication
bump’, looking at multiplying by 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, 5’s and 10’s. Students will also play a game where they
are given an amount of blocks and they are to separate those blocks into equal groups and then write
the multiplication sum that matches that arrangement. We will also work our way through various
worded questions requiring the use of multiplication.
Religious Education: We are practicing for our upcoming Christmas Star performance, which is
scheduled in for next Wednesday December 9th. Students will read the Christmas Story and complete
a story map at the end of the week.
Inquiry: Students will continue working in their groups and create their keynote, poster and radio
advertisement in relation to their chose area of safety – Sun, Water or Road safety.
Have a great week,
Laura, Josh and Danni

BRIDGING (THREE/FOUR) CENTRE NEWS
Welcome to Week Nine.
Congratulations to the children who participated in ‘Our Lady’s Got Talent’ last week. We certainly
have some wonderfully talented children in our school!
Swimming is on once again on TOMORROW. Students will need to bring their bathers, old tshirt,
towel and a pair of thongs (to wear to and from the pool) in a plastic bag.
This Friday students in the Bridging Centre (3/ 4) are having an excursion to the new Splash Park.
Permission notes have been sent home today. Could you please ensure these are signed and returned
to school by this Thursday. Students will need to bring all their swimming gear again on Friday – they
must have either a rash top or old tshirt to wear over their bathers.
Teacher Advisor meetings are being held this week.

BRIDGING (THREE/FOUR) CENTRE NEWS (cont…)
In Literacy we continue our writing focus on poetry. Our focus in punctuation is apostrophes of a
contraction e.g. can’t & didn’t. We are revising spelling words this week; the children will choose
their own words from their previous spelling lists. Word families are the focus in grammar this week.
In Maths this week we continue our unit on fractions where we model and represent fractions
including 1/2, 1/4, 1/3, 1/5 and their multiples to a complete whole.
This week in Religious Education we continue the new unit ‘Christmas the Message of Joy and
Peace’. The children will imagine that they are in Bethlehem at the time of Jesus birth and write a
newspaper article. We are also very busy practicing for our end of year Christmas presentation that
will be held next Wednesday December 9th at 11.15am at Our Lady’s Church. Everyone is welcome
to attend.
During Inquiry this week the children will be busy working on their Christmas Around the World
keynotes.
Have a great week!
Liz, Cathie, Jenny and Celia
LEADERSHIP (FIVE/SIX) CENTRE NEWS
No news this week.

2016 NEWSLETTERS
I/We _____________________________ (Family Name) would prefer to receive my/our
newsletter either by (please circle one preference):

•

via school app

•

via email ________________________________________________ (email address)

Name __________________________
Signed__________________________
Date _________________

Please return your completed form to the office by Friday December 4th 2015.
ALL families are required to respond.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Wednesday

December 2nd

Swimming – all classes
Students to bring bathers, towel, tshirt and thongs to
school in a plastic bag

Friday

December 4th

Transition Session 2.00pm to 3.00pm for 2016
Foundation Students
Bridging Centre (3/ 4) to Splash Park 11.15am to
1.00pm

Monday

December 7th

Foundation/Discovery Centre Students
End of Year Excursion

Tuesday

December 8th

Orientation Day – All students
2016 Foundation Orientation Day 9.00am to 12noon
Information Evening for 2016 Foundation Parents
7.00pm

Wednesday

December 9th

Christmas Presentation in Our Lady’s Church
11.15am
All Welcome
2016 FunFair meeting 7.00pm in staffroom

Monday

December 14th

Whole School Excursion to Merriwa Park

Tuesday

December 15th

End of Year/Graduation Mass 7.00pm
All students expected to attend

Wednesday

December 16th

Grade Six ‘Big Day Out’

Thursday

December 17th

Last day for 2015 for students 3.10pm finish

Friday

December 18th

Last day for 2015 for staff

Wednesday

January 27th 2016

First day Term One 2016 for staff

Thursday

January 28th 2016

First day of Term One 2016 for students in
Years 1 to 6

Friday

January 29th 2016

First day of Term One 2016 for Foundation students
9.00am to 1.00pm

SATURDAY

MARCH 19TH 2016

TWILIGHT FUNFAIR 5.00PM TO 9.00PM

FUNFAIR NEWS
FUNFAIR UPDATE
Please make sure you read the FunFair update further along in the newsletter.
FUNFAIR MEETING
There will be a FunFair meeting next Wednesday evening at 7.00pm in the staffroom.
All families are asked to come along – particularly if you are or are interested in being a stall co-ordinator.

MEETING: We are holding a meeting next Wednesday 9th December @ 7pm in the staff room. Please attend if
you are able to, it's always great to discuss what is going on and any ideas.
Raffle tickets are here and we will be sending them out shortly to each family. Feel free to ask Julie or one of
us if you would like an extra book or 10. We will also have some for if you need to refill over the school
holidays. Don't forget if you have a business or know someone that would be happy to sell tickets for us it
would be greatly appreciated. This is a big part of our success for the FunFair.
$2-00 per ticket/20 tickets per book.
The raffle prizes are:
1st Prize: 3m of Wood (Donated by OLPS) $400
2nd Prize: Lamb cut & packed (Donated by Alan & Shannon) $250 and $100 meat voucher (Donated by Ducky’s
Butcher)
3rd Prize: Alison’s & Co Hair dressers voucher $200
4th Prize: Picture Framing Voucher (Donated by North East Picture Framers) $150
5th Prize: Gourmet Hamper $100
Volunteers Wow, thanks so much to everyone who has been in contact with us to volunteer their time
however we still have heaps of spots to fill. The roster to date is attached. We need you all so please think
where you would like to donate a couple of hours on the night so we can make this FunFair happen. 2hrs on a
stall and that will give you 2hrs with your families to enjoy the evening. Please let's not make it that people
have to do 4hrs because we don't have enough helpers, with over 90 families this should never need to
happen.
Stalls: Side Show Alley, Spinning Wheel, Trash N Treasure, BBQ, International Foods, Drinks & Deserts, Craft,
Plants, Auction, Train, Showbags, Fun Foods, Lucky Dips/Mystery Jars/Pantry Packs, Virtual Reality, Balloons,
Footy Fun, Popcorn/Slushies/Fairyfloss and our beloved Teachers stall with food, hair colouring, face painting
and tattoos.
January Volunteers please let us know if you are able to help out sometime in January. This is the best time to
start to approach businesses around Wangaratta to request donations for the Auction and Spinning Wheel.
Happy to team you with someone who has done it before. We give you the businesses and letters to give
them. A couple of hours will cover heaps of businesses.
Donations - Items to start to collect:
Mystery Jars - Hair ties, cars, party favours, lollies (must be individually wrapped), basically if it can fit into a jar
we want it. Keep an eye out next time you are shopping, it all adds up. Oh and don't forget jars, we have a very
generous parent who has room to store them if you don't have the space.
Frogs in a Pond - Chocolate frogs and jelly.....yummo
New Stall - We need any pantry item, new and unopened (just double check use by dates). So this could be Tea
bags, biscuits, cordial, pasta, cans of anything, tissues etc. These will be made into pantry packs for a new
game. Just grab an extra anything each week your shopping and bring it into the office.
Tupperware fundraiser was a great success, we will be receiving $400+ in products to auction off at the
FunFair. Thanks so much to everyone who placed an order, but a massive thanks to Colleen Drury that has
organised to have a party so we could receive even more goodies. Let us know if you still need anything and
we can add it to Colleen's order in December.
We will be sending regular updates of things that we need, stalls to be helped at and anything else needed.
Please feel free to say hi and let us know where you would like to help.
With thanks: Kate, Steven, Marc & Dani

